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BOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Vital  Statistics,  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
Urban  District. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,103 

Population — Registrar  General's  Figure  1959  5.030 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1.714 

Rateable  Value £55.923 

Sum  represented  by  a id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £221 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1959 

Note  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different 
areas  materially  affects  both  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  these 
areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are  issued  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit.  These  factors 
may  be  used  for  calculating  what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as 
Nett  Rates  and  fairer  comparisons  are  obtained  if  the  latter  are 
used  when  comparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (when 
these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with  rates  for  the  Country 
as  a whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  U.D 
are  0.99  and  0.93  respectively.  The  corresponding  figures  when 
multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that  is,  for  Births  or  Deaths  as  the 
case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 


Male 

Female 

Totai 

Live  and  Still  Births 

30 

37 

67 

Live  Births 

30 

36 

66 

Legitimate 

30 

35 

65 

Illegitimate 

— 

I 

I 

1 


Crude  live  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  of  estimated  population  ii 
Nett  live  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  of  estimated  population  ii’oi 

Kate  for  England  and  Wales  i5  c 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ...  1.51^ 


Total  Still  Births 


Male 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  _ 

Illegitimate  c 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Rate  of  England  and  Wales  


Female 

I 

I 

o 


Male  Fpmale 

Deaths  24  30 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Nett  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Rate  of  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  (i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age 
year) : 


Total 

I 

I 

o 

14.92 

20.7 

Total 

54 

10.74 

10.20 

II. 6 
of  one 


Male 

Female 

Totai 

No.  of  deaths 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  of  live  births  England  and  Wales  ...  22.0 

Legitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0 

Illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0 

No  death  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period  (i.e.  under 
4 weeks  of  age). 

Neo  natal  mortality  rate  is  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  (i.e.  Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 
or  Abortion):  Nil. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  ii.oi  per  thousand  of  the  population  is 
considerably  lower  this  year  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  at  16.5  which  incidentally  was  the  highest  figure  for 
ten  years. 

The  Death  Rate  at  10.20  per  thousand  was  favourable  com- 
pared with  the  National  experience  at  11.6. 


The  natural  increase,  that  is  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths, 
was  12. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
fifth  year  in  succession  was  the  lowest  ever  previously  recorded 
at  22.0  per  thousand  live  births.  Bourne  had  no  deaths  at  all 
in  this  category  compared  with  one  in  1958  and  4 in  1957.  ^ 
very  happy  state  of  affairs. 

In  all  these  comparisons  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  with 
the  small  total  numbers  involved  a small  increase  or  decrease  is 
reflected  in  a big  variation  in  the  Rate. 


2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  of  breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident 
Leukaemia 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Congenital  malformations 
Suicide 

Other  accidents 


Male  Female  Totai 


1 — I 

I — T 

— I 1 

I 3 4 

I 3 4 

9 3 12 

448 

I — I 

I — I 

358 

-I  I 

— I T 

— I I 

-II 

-44 

I — I 

-I  I 

123 


Cardio- Vascular  diseases  (25)  as  usual  were  the  principal 
causes  of  death  accounting  for  almost  a half  of  the  total,  and  of 
these  twelve  were  due  to  coronary  diseases  and  angina.  This 
disease  is  becoming  increasingly  common  and  is  the  main  cause 
or  sudden  death  in  the  'middle  years’.  Much  research  is  pro- 
ceeding into  the  factors  which  cause  it.  In  the  present  state 
of  knowledge  one  cannot  be  over  specific  as  to  preventive  mea- 
sures but  it  is  wise  to  say  to  all  in  the  forties  and  upwards  that 
moderation  in  all  things  is  the  best  policy.  Moderation  in  diet 
by  not  eating  in  excess  of  the  body’s  requirements,  some  physical 
exercise  every  day  and  not  the  week’s  quota  at  the  week-end 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  art  of  relaxing  for  a little  while  in 
every  day  are  worth  pursuing. 

"The  world  is  too  much  with  us;  late  and  soon. 


Getting  and  spending  we  lay  waste  our  powers.’’ 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  system  (ii)  displaced  Malignant 
growths  (6)  from  the  unenviable  second  position  into  third. 

In  addition  to  one  motor  vehicle  accident  three  other  deaths 
were  accidentally  caused  and  two  of  these  were  in  the  home.  It 
behoves  those  who  design  houses  for  the  elderly  to  try  and 
eliminate  those  known  factors  which  contribute  to  home  accidents 
It  all  who  visit  the  elderly  socially  or  professionally  keep  a sharp 
lookout  for  dangerous  pitfalls  in  their  mode  of  living  and  in  their 
environment  and  endeavour  to  correct  them  the  toll  of  injury  and 
death  should  be  markedly  reduced. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Nursing  in  the  Home 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme,  there  are  two  District 
Nurse  Midwives. 

Home  Helps 

Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  ap- 
proved cases.  The  Local  Headquarters  are  at  the  North  Street 
Clinic,  Bourne.  Open  Mondays  and  Fridays  from  2 p.m.  to  5 
p.m.  and  Wednesdays  9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

The  proposed  night  sitter  up  service  has  attracted  no  recruits 
to  its  ranks,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  has  been  only  one 
request  for  this  service  either,  and  this  only  for  a limited  period 
which  was  met. 

Welfare  Food  Service 
North  Street  Clinic: 

Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  1.30  p.m.  to 
4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  1.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Saturdays  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Health  Visiting 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme,  one  full-time  Visitor  is 
employed  for  the  work  within  the  Urban  District  and  she  also 
covers  some  of  the  surrounding  area. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  Ambulances  and  two  dual  purpose  vehicles  were  stationed 
at  Bourne.  As  usual  all  the  demands  made  upon  the  service  were 
efficiently  met. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics 

An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  the  National  School,  North  Street,  Bourne,  on  alternate  Thurs- 
days, from  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  A school  clinic  is  held  on  the 
same  premises  each  Thursday  morning. 

Regular  Ophthalmic,  Dental,  Physiotherapy  and  Psycho- 
therapy sessions  were  also  held  as  part  of  the  School  Health 
Service. 

Free  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis  Im- 
munisation is  provided  by  the  General  Medical  Practitioners 
under  the  County  Council  Scheme  as  also  is  Vaccination  against 
Smallpox.  These  services  are  also  provided  at  the  Infant  Wel- 
fare Clinic,  North  Street. 

Hospital  Services 

Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional 
Hospital  Board  who  control  the  Butterfield  Hospital  and  the 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest  in  Bourne.  St.  Peter’s  Hos- 
pital for  Mental  Defectives  however  comes  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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A Chest  diseases  clinic  is  held  at  the  Bourne  Chest  Hospital 
each  Thursday  afternoon  under  Dr.  Bernard  Royce,  Consulting 
Chest  Physician. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  Out-patients  Department,  Memorial 
Hospital,  Peterborough,  under  Dr.  N.  A.  Ross. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  5.30 — 7 p.m. 

Tuesday  10.30 — 12  noon. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough  under  Dr.  H.  Fulton.  The 
service  includes  examination  of  milk  and  water  samples  and 
general  bacteriological  examinations  for  the  Medical  Practitioners 
and  the  Public  Health  Department. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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1 Year  - -1 --1 

1—2  - - 1 - 7 8 

3—4  - -4-4 8 

5—9  - - 2 - 15  2 - - 4 - - - - 23 

9—15  - - 1 - 5 - - - 1 - - - - 7 

15—20 

20—35  - 1 2 3 

35—45  - - 2 2 

45—65  - - 9 - - - 2 - 11 

65  and 

over  - -10  - - - - - ...  --10 

Total  ^ i 32  ^ 31  2 2 ^ 5 ^ ^ ^ - 73 


Admitted 

into 

Hospital  - -6----------  — 

During  the  year  73  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
excluding  tuberculosis  which  appears  separately.  The  corres- 
ponding figure  in  1958  was  173  and  in  1957  it  was  89.  This  com- 
paratively small  number  was  due  to  the  fall  in  the  prevalence 
of  measles  from  128  to  31.  An  unusual  feature  however  was  the 
high  inci  nc  of  pneumonia  which  produced  32  notified  cases. 
This  figure  has  not  been  exceeded  or  equalled  in  the  past  twelve 
years.  It  also  accounted  for  eight  deaths.  It  was  to  some 
degree  a reflection  of  the  presence  in  the  community  of  the  in- 
fluenza virus. 
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The  streptococcal  group  of  diseases  produced  eight  com 
pared  with  twenty  in  1958  and  four  in  1957.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
was  absent  for  the  ninth  consecutive  year  and  one  can  but  hope 
that  with  improved  environmental  conditions  and  with  the  weapon 
of  anti  poliomyelitis  vaccine  it  will  become  a clinical  rarity  in  the 
Country  as  smallpox  has. 

The  vaccination  programme  against  Poliomyelitis  went  on 
steadily  throughout  the  year  at  the  surgeries  of  the  Bourne 
Medical  Practitioners.  The  attendance  of  those  entitled  to  the 
protection  up  to  school  leaving  age  was  good,  but  above  that 
age  there  was  a marked  lack  of  enthusiasm,  yet  it  is  the  young 
adult  who  is  often  the  most  vulnerable  to  attack. 

Another  year  of  freedom  from  Diphtheria,  making  a dozen, 
does  not  mark  the  demise  of  this  frightful  disease.  It  could 
return  with  all  its  old  violence  and  invasiveness  carrying  with  it 
the  risk  of  death  or  disability  of  heart  or  limb.  Only  if  the 
defences  provided  by  immunisation  of  all  children  in  their  first 
year  of  life  are  fully  maintained  can  the  Community  rest  assured. 

Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning  are  both  absent  from  the 
infectious  disease  table  on  this  occasion.  May  it  be  hoped  that 
this  happy  position  springs  from  the  public’s  realisation  that  their 
safety  lies  in  as  high  a standard  of  food  handling  and  of  the 
observance  of  the  rules  of  good  hygiene  being  maintained  in  the 
home,  as  would  be  required  in  a food  business. 

For  those  members  of  the  outdoor  staff  of  the  Council  who 
work  in  contact  with  sewage  or  in  ditches  and  rat  infested  places, 
a card  of  precautions  was  issued.  This  gave  the  simple  Do’s 
and  Dont’s  to  obviate  possible  risk  of  developing  Weil’s  Disease 
from  water  contaminated  by  rat  urine. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1959 


NEW  CASES 

Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M F M F 


DEATHS 

Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M F M F 


15—25 

25—35 

45—55 

55—65 

over  65 


One  new  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified  dur 
ing  the  year  and  within  the  period  this  person  died  of  the  disease 
There  was  no  case  of  Non-pulmonary  infection. 

A feature  of  the  year’s  activity  in  the  sphere  of  prevention 
and  control  was  the  organisation  of  a Community  Survey  by  the 
Medical  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Radiography  Unit  of  the  East 
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Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  Bourne  from  May  20th— 
June  I2th.  The  object  of  this  was  to  get  as  near  100  per  cent, 
as  possible  aged  5 years  and  over  to  have  their  chests  X-Rayed 
Before  the  arrival  of  the  Unit  local  voluntary  associations  were 
approached  and  a sufficient  number  of  canvassers  were  recruited 
to  carry  out  a house  to  house  visit  throughout  the  whole  urban 
area.  Those  who  were  unwilling  to  come  forward  for  X-Ray 
were  revisited  and  further  persuasion  tried. 

Despite  all  this  hard  work,  36  per  cent,  of  the  entitled 
population  did  not  attend,  resistance  being  most  marked  among 
the  elderly,  and  in  outlying  districts.  This  was  disappointing  as 
these  were  categories  which  we  were  particularly  anxious  to  have 
X-Rayed  as  in  the  former  especially  so  often  is  found  the  un- 
known and  unsuspected  nidus  of  infection. 

In  her  summary  of  the  results  of  the  survey,  Dr.  Daphne 
Smith,  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit,  stated: 

“4,163  persons  were  X-Rayed  in  Bourne  in  1959 — more  than 
twice  the  number  attending  on  previous  surveys.  Of  these, 
2,277  had  never  been  X-Rayed  previously  and  this  alone 
was  of  value,  as  out  of  a total  of  6 new  significant  cases  of 
tuberculosis  found,  4 persons  (including  one  who  required 
admission  to  hospital)  had  never  been  X-Rayed  previously. 
A higher  proportion  of  both  congenital  and  cardiac  lesions 
than  usual  was  noticed  in  the  community.  One  volunteer 
for  X-Ray  underwent  a life-saving  heart  operation  as  the 
result  of  the  discovery  of  a congenital  abnormality. 

No  case  of  lung  cancer  was  seen  at  this  survey. 

Records  are  now  held  of  all  persons  who  failed  to  come  for 
X-Ray  this  time,  so  that  it  should  be  possible  to  organise 
a special  approach  to  them  at  a further  visit.  Since  this 
survey  demonstrated  that  quite  a large  number  of  Bourne 
residents  were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  make  the  effort 
to  come  to  the  Unit,  the  provision  of  a small  unit  to  under 
take  street  visiting  might  be  most  useful  at  similar  under 
takings  in  the  future.’’ 

I would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  Dr.  Daphne 
Smith  and  her  Unit  and  also  all  those  local  persons  who  worked 
so  hard  to  tiy  and  make  this  Community  Survey  project  a 
success.  It  does  not  detract  an  iota  from  their  efforts  that  i,5S'i 
Bourne  residents  did  not  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
help  themselves  and  the  Community  in  which  they  live.  It  puts 
a low  value  on  their  social  conscience. 

COMMUNITY  X-RAY  SURVEY  — BOURNE,  LINCS. 

May  2oth  1959  — June  12th  1959 

(Number  of  Working  Days  — 18) 

Population  of  Bourne  1959  . . ...  5200 

fper  Clerk  to  the  U.D.C.) 
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Children  under  5 years  of  age 

Number  of  persons  over  5 years  of  age  theoretically 
available  for  X-Ray 
Canvass  Results 


373 

4827 


Number  of  persons  resident  in  Bourne  over  5 years  of 

age  4730 

Number  of  persons  not  available  for  X-Ray: 

(a)  by  reason  of  sickness,  disablement 

or  hospitalization  ...  ...  ...  131 

(b)  by  reason  of  being  away,  on  holi- 
day, (in  Services,  boarding  school, 

at  sea,  etc.) 106 

(c)  by  reason  of  having  been  recently 

X-Rayed,  or  already  under  X-Ray 
supervision  or  treatment  at  Chest 

Clinic  12 1 

358 

Bourne  residents  available  for  X-Ray  May  1959  (psr 

canvass)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4372 

Number  of  Bourne  residents  actually  attended  for 

X-Ray  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2821 

RESPONSE  — 64.5% 

ANALYSIS  OF  FINDINGS: 


A. 

Non-Tuberculous  Conditions 

Males 

Females 

Total 

I. 

Congenital  thoracic  bony  anoma- 
lies   

31 

18 

49 

2. 

Old  injuries  to  bony  thorax 

13 

12 

25 

3- 

Azygos  lobe  vein  ... 

3 

I 

4 

4- 

Pneumonia  (Segmental) 

2 

4 

6 

5- 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  emphy- 
sema (gross)  

23 

16 

39 

6. 

Bronchiectasis 

4 

3 

7 

7- 

Thickened  pleura  and  pulmonary 
fibrosis  consequent  on  previous 
pneumonia  and  / or  pleurisy 

51 

23 

74 

8. 

Sarcoidosis  ...  

— 

I 

I 

9- 

Diaphragmatic  hernia 

— 

I 

I 

10. 

Pleuropericardial  cyst 

— 

3 

3 

II. 

Substernal  thyroid 

— 

I 

I 

12. 

Mastectomy  (for  carcinoma) 

— 

1 

I 

13- 

Congenital  cardiac  anomalies 
(one  aortic  coarctation  success- 
fully operated  on)  

4 

2 

6 

14. 

Acquired  cardiovascular  condi- 
tions 

16 

20 

36 

15- 

Pneumoconiosis 

I 

I 

148 

106 

254 
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B.  Tuberculous  Conditions 

I.  Healed  primary  or  calcified 
lesions  requiring  no  further 

Males 

Females 

Total 

action 

2.  Previously  diagnosed  tuberculosis 

30 

31 

61 

under  the  care  of  the  Chest  Clinic 
(among  121  persons  not  available 
for  Mass  X-Ray  by  reason  of  at- 
tendance elsewhere,  the  greater 
proportion  were  under  surveillance 
at  Chest  Clinic) 

3.  Newly  discovered  significant 
tuberculosis  requiring — 

2 

4 

6 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Continued  observation  at 

2 

— 

2 

Chest  Clinic 

2 

2 

4 

36 

37 

73 

SUMMARY  OF  PRESENT  AND  PREVIOUS  FINDINGS 
AT  BOURNE  SURVEYS 


Year 

Total  Number 
attended 

New  Active  T.B. 

New  Sig. 
T.B.  for 
Obser- 
vation 

Cardiac 

Conditions 

1954 

1803 

4 

Total  T.B.  found: 

31  cases 

4 

Congenital  1 
Acquired  8 

1956 

1985 

3 

Total  T.B.  found: 

39  cases 

1 

Congenital  2 
Acquired  9 

1960 

4163 

2 

Total  T.B.  found: 

73  cases 

(Plus  121  already 
under  observation) 

4 

Congenital  6 
(including  2 
co-arc  tations) 
Acquired  36 

While  these  surveys  are  of  great  value  in  seeking  out  the 
unknown  pool  of  infectors,  it  does  not  reduce  the  responsibility 
of  those  concerned  in  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis  to  follow 
up  painstakingly  the  known  cases  and  their  contacts.  It  is  par- 
ticularly important  that  those  who  default  for  treatment  at  Chest 
Clinic  or  Surgery  should  be  followed  up  in  their  homes.  For 
some  time  the  liaison  between  Chest  Clinic  and  Health  Visitor 
has  left  a great  deal  to  be  desired  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  indications  that  this  would  be  much  improved  in  the 
future  to  the  benefit  of  all. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Lincolnshire  Lime- 
stone water  bearing  strata,  by  means  of  13  inch  and  36  inch 
bores,  ihe  supply  commues  10  be  ample  in  quality  and  of  the 
nignest  bacteriological  purity. 

iNaturally  by  reason  of  its  origin  it  is  hard.  The  daily  con- 
sumption m JJecember  1959  was  172,229  gallons  compared  with 
104,000  gallons  in  a similar  period  in  1956,  that  is  35.23  gallons 
daily  per  head  of  the  population.  Ine  proposed  new  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board  took  further  shape  when  administra- 
tive and  iinancial  proposals  were  formulated  and  agreed  by  the 
six  actively  participating  Councils.  These  Councils,  the  Bourne 
Uroan  District,  the  Spalding  Urban  District,  South  Kesteven 
Kural  District,  Spalding  Rural  District,  East  Elloe  District  and 
Boston  Rural  District  have  shown  a high  degree  of  sta:esmanship 
in  the  way  they  have  ironed  out  local  dilficulties  and  objections 
in  favour  of  a scheme  which  in  the  long  run  will  benefit  all.  The 
draft  proposals  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry. 

May  I ask  again  if  it  is  too  much  to  hope  that  this  new 
body  will  one  day  supply  water  which  is  less  hard  and  contains 
enough  fluorine  to  improve  the  dental  condition  of  those  drinking 
it  up  to  the  3rd  and  4th  decades  at  least  ? That  the  present 
dental  conditions  leave  much  room  for  amelioration  is  undeniable. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  came  fully  into  operation 
this  year  and  is  now  producing  a satisfactory  effluent  for  dis- 
charge into  the  Bourne  Eau.  Naturally  with  the  imp;"oved  final 
effluent  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  residual  sludge  and  a 
suitable  means  of  disposal  has  to  be  found  for  this.  The  solving 
of  one  problem  begets  another. 

With  the  completion  of  the  works  and  the  sewering  of 
Dyke,  a hamlet  of  185  persons  within  the  Urban  District,  the 
spotlight  moves  and  now  with  the  purification  taken  care  of  it  is 
the  tributaries  to  the  system  which  demand  attention.  A sewer 
survey  has  been  made  on  which  future  proposals  for  modernisa- 
tion can  be  firmly  based.  Subsequent  to  the  consideration  of 
this,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  at  once  with  Stage  i of  the 
scheme  and  re-sewer  the  western  area  of  the  towm. 

The  Swimming  bath  provided  by  the  Bourne  United  Chari 
ties  is  always  a most  popular  amenity  in  the  season  and  what  a 
wonderful  season  it  had  with  the  warmest  summer  for  man> 
years.  It  is  50  yards  long  by  17  yards  wide.  The  depth  ranges 
from  3ft.  to  7ft.  The  water  required  to  fill  it  is  250,000  gallons 
and  is  obtained  from  the  owners’  private  bore.  It  is  treated  by  a 
continuous  process  of  mechanical  filtration,  breakpoint  chlorina- 
tion and  aeration.  No  adjustment  is  made  for  pH.  but  for- 
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tuitously  it  remained  at  a figure  of  7.7  which  is  ideal.  For  a 
time  trouble  arose  with  algal  growth  but  this  was  later  kept 
under  control  by  the  use  of  i p.p.m.  of  copper  sulphate.  The 
plant  is  capable  of  turning  the  water  over  once  in  about  12 
.^ours.  Samples  taken  from  the  bath  during  the  season  showed 
the  water  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  Rules  for  Health 
and  Cleanliness  are  displayed  for  compliance  by  those  taking  part 
in  this  healthy  pastime. 

The  slight  improvement  which  I mentioned  in  the  litter 
situation  last  year  was  not  maintained  and  it  still  remains  a 
blot  on  the  pleasant  face  of  Bourne.  This  is  all  the  more  repre- 
hensible as  the  Council  by  the  strategic  placing  of  litter  receptacles 
have  done  all  they  can  to  encourage  tidy  habits. 

The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  an  ade- 
quate provision  of  burial  ground  for  the  next  twenty  years.  The 
nearest  Crematorium  is  at  Peterborough,  15  miles  distant.  In 
association  with  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 
mortuary  facilities  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Police  and  the 
Coroner. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  Council  houses  at  31st  December  1959  ...  488 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1959  3 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at 

31st  December,  1959  (18  bungalows  and  6 houses)  ...  24 

Number  of  private  houses  built  during  the  year  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  ...  4 from  4 applications 

Number  on  Waiting  list  for  Council  houses  ...  ...  304 


The  Council  operate  a Points  scheme  for  housing  applicants. 
Advancement  on  the  waiting  list  is  given  for  overcrowding,  also 
to  tenants  and  lodgers.  Further  points  are  added  where  the 
applicant  lives  in  sub-standard  property,  and  finally,  and  out- 
weighing the  others,  on  medical  grounds.  During  the  year  there 
were  nine  cases  in  which  priority  on  the  grounds  of  ill  health 
was  claimed.  In  each  of  these  a full  investigation  was  carried 
out  by  your  Medical  Officer  personally,  including  a visit  to  the 
house  and  an  interchange  of  information  with  the  applicant’s  own 
doctor.  For  their  much  valued  help  in  this  work  I would  like  to 
thank  my  medical  practitioner  colleagues. 

108  houses  were  included  in  the  five  year  slum  clearance 
programme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  1955.  Up  to  31st 
December,  1959,  65  of  these  had  been  dealt  with. 
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An  official  Representation  was  made  to  the  Council  in  res- 
pect of  5 houses  in  Dyke  and  this  was  subsequently  designated 
a Clearance  Area  and  later  confirmed — a happier  ending  than  that 
of  the  Hereward  Street  Official  Representation  which  seemingly 
was  lost  in  the  land  of  Erewhon. 

Five  caravans  were  licensed  during  the  year.  As  formerly 
one  is  frustrated  in  one’s  efforts  to  ensure  a reasonable  standard 
by  the  utterly  fatuous  caravan  legislation  which  permits  of  no 
adequate  control.  In  practically  every  instance  where  the  in- 
terests of  the  residential  caravan  owner  and  the  community  in 
which  he  parks  are  at  variance  it  is  the  caravan  owner  who  has 
the  protection  or  so  it  would  appear  to  one  trying  to  hold  a 
balance  between  the  two.  When  new  legal  standards  are  made  I 
hope  something  will  be  done  to  protect  young  children  brought 
up  in  these  sub-standard  “homes”  for  often  they  are  the  worst 
sufferers.  A caravan  is  in  my  submission  an  unfit  place  to  bring 
up  children.  With  its  cramped  space  and  lack  of  privacy  at  all 
times,  it  must  have  an  effect  on  growing  youngsters.  Further- 
more, were  those  who  make  the  regulations  to  attend  a family 
suffering  from  gastro-enteritis  or  other  illnesses  in  these  sur- 
roundings, I feel  sure  we  would  not  wait  long  for  more  effective 
legal  standards  on  overcrowding  and  for  insistence  on  the  pro- 
vision of  more  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  as  a condition  of 
licensing  than  hold  good  to-day. 

The  moratorium  on  Council  house  building  caused  by  dear 
money  was  reflected  in  the  completion  of  only  three  during  the 
twelve  months.  Private  enterprise  managed  14,  being  five  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  a small  total  to  deal  with  the 
huge  demand  for  houses  in  the  town  and  it  would  seem  that 
those  at  the  bottom  of  that  long  waiting  list  of  304  may  well 
despair  of  their  turn  coming  within  the  foreseeable  future. 

There  is  an  insistent  demand  for  accommodation  for  the 
elderly  and  approximately  50  require  this  category  of  dwelling. 
Towards  meeting  this  need,  eighteen  bungalows  were  in  the  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  will  be  eagerly  sought 
after.  A scheme  for  a group  of  elderly  persons’  bungalows  with 
a Warden  may  be  possible  before  long  and  what  an  inestimable 
boom  it  would  be  in  providing  a solution  to  the  problem  of  the 
elderly  and  physically  incapacitated  who  require  some  help,  but 
do  not  need  or  desire  a bed  in  a Welfare  home  or  hospital. 
In  an  aging  community  this  housing  and  social  need  will  be  with 
us  for  very  many  years  to  come. 

In  last  year’s  report,  I mentioned  that  177  Council  houses 
are  without  hot  water  systems  and  of  these  six  had  no  baths 
either.  Favourable  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  problem 
of  modernising  these. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Council’s  slaughterhouse  continued  to  function  well, 
'lo-h  there  and  at  the  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  a loo 
per  cent,  meat  inspection  is  conscientiously  maintained.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  need  for  further  slaughterhouse  facili- 
ties to  serve  Bourne  or  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  of  1958  became 
operative  on  ist  January,  1959,  and  were  most  welcome  as  they 
laid  down  statutory  regulations  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  meat 
and  for  slaughterhouse  maintenance.  Particularly  welcome  was 
the  requirement  that  any  undressed  carcase  entering  the 
slaughterhouse  must  have  a veterinary  surgeon’s  certificate  giving 
the  reason  for  slaughter,  stating  whether  the  animal  was  suf- 
fering from  any  disease  liable  to  render  the  meat  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  giving  particulars  of  any  drugs  administered 
which  might  affect  the  meat.  The  necessity  for  such  safeguards 
will  be  self-evident. 


Further  work  on  the  bacteriological  standards  of  watercress 
was  done  during  the  year.  This  commodity  has  some  features 
peculiar  to  itself  but  broadly  speaking  it  presents  the  same  prob- 
lem as  do  other  salad  materials  in  ensuring  that  they  are  of  an 
acceptable  standard  before  they  are  consumed. 

During  the  year  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
of  the  County  Council,  Mr.  Hawley,  took  20  samples  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Butter  Sweets  i 

Condensed  Milk  i 

C orned  Beef  i 

Meat  Paste  i 

Milk  6 


Preserves  2 

Soft  Drinks  5 

Sausage,  Pork  i 

Soup,  tinned  i 

Vinegar,  malt  t 


In  his  report  Mr.  Hawley  says: 

“The  sample  of  Butter  sweets  contained  4.7  per  cent,  of 
butterfat  and  1.5  per  cent,  of  other  edible  fat  and  was,  therefore, 
well  up  to  the  accepted  “trade”  standard  of  a minimum  of 
4 per  cent,  of  butterfat. 

The  sample  of  meat  paste  which  was  a “commercial”  as  dis- 
tiuct  from  a “home  made”  product,  contained  56.6  per  cent,  of 
meat.  The  Food  Standards  (Meat  Paste)  Order  fixes  a minimum 
ol  55  per  cent,  and  it  is  indicative  of  the  value  of  food  standards, 
generally,  that  this  product  was  slightly  above  the  statutory 
standard. 

The  six  samples  of  milk  taken  in  Bourne  were  all  satisfactory'. 
While  the  statutory  standard  for  milk  under  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations  is  3.0  per  cent,  of  butterfat  and  8.50  per  cent  of 
other  solids,  the  tendency  in  recent  years  has  been  to  breed  for 
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quality  rather  than  quantity.  A contributory  factor  has  been  the 
introduction  of  Channel  Island  milk  as  a separate  quality  product 
with  a 4.0  per  cent,  butterfat  minimum.  Thus  throughout  the 
County  as  a whole  the  average  of  222  samples  of  milk  tested 
during  the  year  was  3.94  per  cent,  butterfat  and  8.83  per  cent, 
ot  other  solids.  The  Bourne  samples  averaged  3.98  per  cent, 
butterfat  and  8.9  per  cent,  other  solids.” 

Apart  from  the  work  carried  out  by  the  County  and  by 
your  Health  Inspector  in  ensuring  that  the  public’s  food  supply 
i.^  safe,  wholesome  and  of  the  ‘‘nature  substance  and  quality*^’ 
which  it  should  be,  the  consumer  himself  has  become  much  more 
critical.  The  publicity  given  to  food  hygiene  of  recent  years  does 
appear  to  be  bearing  fruit  and  the  truth  accepted  that  it  is  very 
important  to  health. 

It  was  found  necessary  in  one  instance  to  invoke  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  exclude  an  indi- 
vidual temporarily  from  working  in  a food  business. 

An  investigation  was  commenced  on  the  bacteriological 
aspects  of  raw  tuberculin  tested  milk.  It  amazes  me  that  the 
return  from  farm-bottled  T.T.  milk  is  such  as  to  make  it  not 
worth-while  financially  for  a producer  to  have  it  pasteurised. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  for  the  compulsory 
removal  of  a person  from  their  home  to  hospital  or  Welfare  ac- 
commodation under  the  provisions  of  section  47  of  this  Act. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  however,  it  seemed  in- 
evitable from  time  to  time  that  in  one  case  it  would  be  needed. 
An  octogenarian  living  alone  in  an  Alms  house  collapsed  and  was 
removed  to  hospital.  She  took  her  discharge  contrary  to  advice 
and  returned  home.  Her  medical  attendant  felt  she  could  not  be 
treated  there  and  the  Bourne  United  Charities  as  owners  of  the 
Almhouses  were  also  opposed  to  her  remaining  where  she  was 
for  in  spite  of  the  most  generous  Home  Help  assistance  she  was 
alone  for  long  periods  at  a time.  After  much  persuasion  she  con- 
sented to  re-admission  to  Hospital,  but  some  time  later  again  she 
took  her  discharge  against  advice.  As  no  therapeutic  treatment 
in  her  home  was  deemed  possible  and  as  the  owners  of  the 
property  were  again  very  anxious  for  the  safety  of  all  concerned, 
very  much  against  her  inclinations  she  was  for  a third  time  pre- 
vailed upon  to  enter  hospital.  On  hearing  that  she  might  lose 
her  home  she  again  ordered  a taxi  and  took  her  discharge  against 
advice.  The  close  of  the  year  saw  her  once  more  installed  in  her 
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home  to  the  great  anxiety  of  those  I have  already  mentioned 
and  myself.  Ihe  final  chapters  in  this  drama  will  have  to  await 
next  year  s report. 

Inree  oiher  cases  of  a Socio-medical  nature  were  investi- 
gated and  assisted  during  the  year.  During  the  five  years  I have 
held  my  present  appointment  it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to 
integrate  the  personal  Health  and  Welfare  Services  provided  by 
the  County  Council  with  the  local  environmental  Health  Ser 
vices  so  that  each  can  reap  the  maximum  benefit  from  the  other 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Use  was  made  during  the  year  of  the  posters  and  leaflets 
produced  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  to  which 
the  Council  subscribes.  Leaflets  were  also  used  in  support  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  campaign  and  in  this  respect  those  of  the 
Chest  and  Heart  Association  were  both  useful  and  to  the  point. 
No-one  could  be  in  a better  position  for  health  educating  the 
public  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  than  a Health  Inspector. 
In  Mr.  Brown  we  possess  someone  who  is  eager  to  and  capable 
of  doing  precisely  that.  For  him  it  is  no  abstract  term  but  some- 
thing which  colours  his  work  in  all  its  manifold  spheres.  Maybe 
one  day  it  will  be  possible  to  teach  more  of  it  to  the  boys  and 
girls  in  their  final  school  year.  It  is  in  their  grasp  of  the  salient 
points  for  healthy  living  and  better  ways  of  life  that  the  future 
in  these  fields  so  largely  depend  for  they  are  the  fathers  and 
mothers  to  be  and  theirs  the  torch  to  carry. 

I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  especially  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  keen  interest  in  and  help  with  the 
many  facets  of  the  work  of  safeguarding  and  cherishing  the 
health  of  the  community  which  it  is  my  privilege  to  serve. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Brown  for  his  liberal  help  and  loyal 
support,  also  Mr.  Reeson  and  all  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  for 
their  assistance  at  all  times. 

Finally,  may  I again  say  “thank  you"  to  Dr.  Galletly  for  so 
kindly  standing  by  for  me  when  I was  away  and  also  to  Dr 
O’Sullivan  who  helped  in  this  respect  too. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen. 

You’’  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I9S9 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1959 
Housing 

The  task  of  eliminating  unfit  dwellings  incapable  of  salvage 
continued  and  the  following  houses,  most  of  which  had  been 
scheduled  in  the  Council’s  5-year  programme,  became  the  sub- 
ject of  demolition  orders:  — 

14  and  15  Bedehouse  Bank,  5 and  29  Dyke,  79  Eastgate. 

20  and  24  South  Fen  Road,  i,  3 and  5 Spalding  Road,  24, 

25,  26  and  27  Stanley  Street,  54  West  Street  and  37  Wil- 
loughby Road,  Bourne. 

In  addition,  the  Dyke  No.  i Bourne  Clearance  Area  com- 
prising Nos.  63,  65,  67,  69  and  71  Dyke  was  declared  and  con- 
firmed during  the  year.  A public  enquiry  was  held  to  consider 
fhe  objections  to  the  Hereward  Street  No.  i Bourne  Clearance 
Area.  Little  has  yet  been  done  to  relieve  the  congested  con- 
ditions in  this  area;  the  Minister’s  decision  stands  deferred  but 
the  Council  have  yet  to  receive  any  firm  detailed  proposals  or 
undertakings. 

The  general  progress  of  the  Council’s  Clearance  Scheme  is 
as  follows: 

Houses 


Demolished — clearance  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Demolished — demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  10 

Awaiting  demolition — clearance  orders  ...  ...  10 

Awaiting  demolition — demolition  orders  ...  ...  23 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Undertakings  to  not  re-let  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Renovated  and  made  fit  ...  ...  ..._  ...  •••  4 

Referred  to  Council  for  probable  acquisition  ...  ii 

Voluntary  demolition  4 

Decisions  pending  ...  il 

To  receive  consideration  in  i960  21 
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12  other  unlit  houses,  not  included  in  the  official  programme, 
have  also  been  demolished  or  closed  during  the  period  and  so 
far  70  adults  and  23  children  have  been  re-housed  to  decent 
homes  from  these  120  sub-standard  dwellings. 

It  is  anticipated  that,  in  the  visible  future,  provision  will 
need  to  be  made  for  re-housing  from  unfit  dwellings  some  20 
single  persons,  most  of  whom  are  elderly,  4 elderly  couples  and 
9 young  coupfes  and  families.  These  requirements  are  in  addi- 
tion to  the  normal  housing  waiting  list  and  present  the  Council 
with  a formidable  problem.  The  increased  demand  for  ground 
floor  accommodation  for  the  single  elderly  has  necessitated  the 
Council’s  devoting  most  of  its  recent  resources  to  meet  this  need. 
3 bungalows  were  completed  in  the  year  and  28  bungalows 
and  6 houses  in  Dyke  and  Bourne,  8 nearing  completion  at  the 
year’s  end,  are  being  provided  to  help  meet  the  situation. 

Whilst  the  eradication  of  worn-out  houses  and  re-housing 
of  their  occupants  to  healthy  homes  is  important,  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  average  accommodation  merits  equal  attention. 


A.  Inspection  of  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1 (a)  Houses  inspected  for  defects  ...  ...  ...  8g 

(b)  Inspections  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  150 

2 (a)  Houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Houses  rendered  fit  after  formal  action 

(i)  under  Public  Health  Act  1936  ...  8 

(ii)  under  Housing  Act  1957  ...  ...  2 

3 (a)  Houses  demolished  17 

(b)  Houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

B.  Overcrowding. 

1 (a)  Houses  overcrowded  at  year’s  end  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Families  concerned  2 

(c)  Number  of  persons  concerned  ...  ...  n 

2 (a)  Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  ...  ...  Nil 


Re-housing  to  suitable  accommodation  is  imminent  for  both 
of  these  families. 

Eight  part-annual  licences  for  five  caravans  were  issued  in 
accordance  with  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 
Three  residential  caravans  had  been  in  use  for  two  years  or  more 
and  the  provisions  of  the  Hou.sing  Act  1957,  based  on  the  Sec 
tion  4 standard  for  traditional  dwellings,  were  applied  with  the 
result  that  one  of  the  families  sold  its  ’van  and  now  enjoys  the 
amenities  of  its  own  modem  bungalow  and  the  other  two  'vans 
are  subject  to  closing  orders  and  their  occupants  will  also  soon 
have  proper  houses. 
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Nomadic  Irish  labourers  made  nuisances  of  themselves  dur- 
ing the  year  and  it  was  necessary  to  evict  them  from  their  own 
squalor  in  successive  derelict  farm  buildings.  These  men  find 
employment  on  local  farms  and  their  employers  could  well  exer- 
cise some  responsibility  in  the  matter  but  fail  to  do  so. 

The  complexity  of  the  Rent  Acts  does  much  to  deter  the 
lay  person  from  taking  advantage  of  them  and  only  one  certifi- 
cate of  disrepair  was  applied  for. 

The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959  was  introduced 
in  June  and  provides  for  a grant  to  householders  for  modernisa- 
tion based  on  a five-point  standard  requiring  the  provision  of  a 
water-closet,  a bath  or  shower  in  a bathroom,  a hot  water 
system,  a suitable  food  store*,  and  a washhandbasin,  with 
grants  of  50  per  cent,  of  expenditure  up  to  £155.  This  is  sup- 
plementary to  the  discretionary  grant  scheme  and  the  house  owner 
is  afforded  attractive  opportunities  for  economic  improvement 
of  living  conditions. 

* House  design  makes  the  traditional  pantry  a mockery  in 
many  dwellings  and  the  installation  of  a refrigerator  in  its  place 
should  surely  be  iustifiable. 

Food 

The  food  hygiene  campaign  continues  against  specific  disease 
and  the  all-embracing  “food  poisoning.’’  The  task  is  not  an  easy 
one  since  the  fight  is  not  only  against  the  germs  but  also  against 
apathy,  ignorance,  prejudice  and  plain  stupidity.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  so  rightly  draws  attention  to  educating  the 
younger  generation  in  health  matters  for  in  their  attitude  lies  the 
key  to  the  situation  as  they  can  provide  the  will  and  the  in- 
fluence to  tip  the  scales. 

The  facilities  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Peterborough  were  below  par  for  most  of  the  year  owing  to  staff 
deficiencies,  but  the  position  was  later  much  improved  to  our 
considerable  relief  since  this  valuable  service  and  its  conscientious 
and  helpful  staff  are  indispensable. 

Food  businesses  operating  in  the  District  were  as  follows: 
Shops  Others 


Butchers  

. 8 

Slaughterhouses  

3 

General  provisions  

• 17 

School  canteens,  etc 

6 

Wet  fish  

2 

Market  stalls  

..  9 

Fried  fish  

4 

Public  houses  

..  17 

Cake  confectionery  . . . 

• 3 

Bakehouses  

4 

Sweet  confectionery  .. 

■ 14 

Restaurants,  cafes  

••  5 

Fruit  and  vegetable  .. 

• 4 

Miscellaneous  

..  17 
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During  the  year  the  Horse  and  Groom  Inn  and  Mills 
(Bourne  Waters)  Ltd.  closed. 

24  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  16 
ol  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  the  sale  and  storage  for 
•^ale  of  ice-cream  and  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved 
foods. 

The  Council  adopted  Section  22  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955  in  respect  of  all  foodstuffs  sold  from  stalls,  vans,  vending 
machines,  etc. 

Minor  consignments  of  unfit  foodstuffs  consisting  of  56  lbs. 
of  canned  meat,  20  lbs.  of  canned  or  bottled  fruit  and  vegetables 
8 legs  of  lamb,  one  carcase  of  pork,  40  lbs.  of  liquid  egg  and  12 
lbs.  of  miscellaneous  food  were  dealt  with  and  destroyed. 

Milk. — 5 retailers  supply  only  designated  milk  to  the  Urban 
District  which  is  a Specified  Area.  Farm-bottled  raw  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  is  supplied  by  2 retailers,  one  producing  within  the 
District.  The  remainder  of  supplies.  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised),  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  are  obtained  from  the 
large  creameries  of  the  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  at  Peterborough 
and  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd.  at  Spalding.  14  samples  of  milk 
representative  of  the  supplies  satisfied  statutory  tests  for  cleanli 
ness  and  keeping  quality  and  efficiency  of  heat  treatment.  4 
samples  proved  negative  to  the  Ring  test  and  2 negative  for 
tubercle. 

Ice-cream. — 2 retail  shops  were  registered,  bringing  the  total 
registered  for  the  sale  of  this  commodity  to  16.  A cinema  and  3 
cafes  also  retail  it.  Because  of  the  depleted  laboratory  facilities, 
only  4 samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  These  satisfied 
the  prescribed  test  and  3 were  classified  in  Grade  i and  i in 
Grade  2.  All  of  the  District’s  supplies  are  obtained  from  Messrs. 
Eldorado,  Lyons,  Walls  and  Midland  Counties  Ltd.  and  there 
are  no  local  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  and  ice-lollies.  The 
latter  were  frequently  tested  for  acidity  when  a pH  of  4 or  less 
was  accepted  as  being  bacterially  untenable  but  a normal  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  lollies  as  with  water  samples  seems  a more 
positive  approach. 

Meat. — There  was  a noticeable  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
chronic  disease  but  a serious  increase  in  the  occurrence  of  parasitic 
infestation,  particularly  fluke  in  adult  cattle,  leading  to  consider- 
able losses  in  liver  substance.  Bovine  tuberculosis  continued  its 
downward  trend,  and  it  is  astonishing  how  much  has  been  accom- 
plished in  recent  years  in  this  field.  There  are,  of  course,  still 
occurrences  of  this  disease  and  also  other  conditions  dangerous 
to  man,  but  the  ludicrous  uncontrolled  disposal  of  unfit  and 
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knacker  s meat  still  continues  as  the  compulsory  staining  and 
sterilising  of  this  material  was  not  introduced  as  planned. 

Relief  for  meat  examination  services  was  provided  by  two 
qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mr.  Grainger  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  to  whom  I am  deeply  grateful  for  their  willing  help  in 
maintaining  lOO  per  cent,  meat  inspection  cover. 

Port-mortem  and  whenever  possible,  ante-mortem  examina- 
tion of  the  following  8,305  animals  was  carried  out  at  the  three 


slaughterhouses : 

Bulls  Steers  Heifers 

5 1.146  181 

Pigs 

1.950 

M 

C 

‘•3 

yj 


t'  - 

n 0 

Nunlber  killed  ... 

1332 

Number  examined  ■ ... 

1332 

All  diseases  except  Tuber 
culosls 

(a)  Whole  carcases  con- 
demned  

12 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

107 

Percentage  0 f number 

examined  afiEected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

8.93 

Parasitic  lungs  or  liver  — 
part  or  whole  organ  con- 
demned   

211 

Tuberculosis: 

(a)  Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   _••• 

4 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

72 

Percentage  0 f number 

examined  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

.S.71 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

5 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

5 

Carcases  destroyed  

Cows  Calves  Sheep 

247  46  4.575 

Horses 

155 


<0 


M 

* 

0 

M 

a 

"is 

«i  E 

X ra 

M 

M 

V) 

0 

tf> 

k 

0 

u 

U 

i/>  •J 

£ 

z 

247 

46 

4575 

1950 

155 

247 

46 

4575 

1950 

155 

31 

9 

18 

1 

8 

17 

1 

8 

95 

5 

19.43 

21.74 

0.57 

4.92 

8.39 

11 

— 

108 

8 

24 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

8 

— 

— 

26 

— 

4.86 

— 

— 

1.54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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A broad  analysis  of  the  conditions  found,  excluding  tuber- 
culosis, is  as  follows : — 


Parasitic  infestation — beasts’  lungs  or  livers  ...  ...  222 

sheep  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  io8 

horses’  lungs  or  livers  ...  ...  24 

pigs’  lungs  or  livers  ...  ...  8 

. tctinomycosis  (.invariably  of  the  head  or  tongue)  ...  48 

Abcess  formations  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Pericarditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

t neumonia  41 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i27 

Chronic  nephritis,  hydronephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Enteritis  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Local  benign  tumours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Malignant  neoplasms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Oedema,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  li 

Telangiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 _ 

General  fever  of  undetermined  origin  ...  ...  ...  15 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mechanical  injuries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Moribund  (and  animals  not  further  examined)  ...  ...  13 

Septicaemia  arising  from  acute  septic — 

mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

pericarditis /endocarditis  ...  ...  4 

pleurisy /peritonitis  3 

enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Pyaemia 

Miscellaneous  conditions 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  to  be  unfit 
human  consumption  was : 

Meat 

17  tons  5 cwts.  91  lbs. 

6j  pigs  were  certified  for 
Stock  Guarantee  Scheme, 


8 

6 

for 


Offal 

5 tons  18  cwts.  104  lbs. 
subsidy  in  accordance  with  the  Fat 
a service  which  was  finally  removed 
from  the  Council’s  Slaughterhouse  early  in  the  year. 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  ; one  public  slaughterhouse 
occupied  by  the  Council  which  employs  a contractor  for  the 
purpose  of  serving  the  needs  of  retailers  in  this  and  neighbouring 
Districts,  one  casualty  and  horse  slaughterhouse  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Mays  and  a private  family  butchers’  occupied  by  Messrs. 
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Ewles.  The  Council  endeavoured  to  put  its  slaughterhouse  on  a 
sounder  financial  basis  than  has  hitherto  been  enjoyed,  particu- 
larly since  on  present  income,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  operat- 
ing the  premises  and  the  immediate  future  promises  considerable 
expense  if  only  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new  Regulations. 
Negotiations  with  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  through 
which  it  was  hoped  to  create  a more  profitable  undertaking,  proved 
disappointing  and  the  existing  contractor  was  re-engaged.  The 
“conduct”  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regula- 
tions 1958,  came  into  effect  on  ist  January,  1959.  For  a variety 
of  reasons  this  new  code  of  practice  did  not  have  as  valuable  an 
impact  as  one  might  have  wished  and  employers  must  expect  to 
exercise  better  supervision  in  all  three  establishments. 

The  new  knacker’s  yard  and  processing  plant  came  into 
operation  to  replace  the  old  decayed  premises;  the  spacious 
flaying  hall  is  hygienically  equipped  and  constructed  with  plenti- 
ful use  of  white  tiling,  has  showers  and  changing  accommoda- 
tion of  a high  order,  etc.  One  cannot  help  feeling  envious  of  this 
apparent  prosperity  when  comparing  the  usual  economy- 
bound  improvements  to  slaughterhouses  where  human,  not 
animal,  food  is  prepared. 

Water  Supplies 

The  private  bore  water  supplies,  of  which  there  are  a con- 
siderable number  in  the  District,  consistently  prove  of  excellent 
quality  and  samples  of  supplies  serving  six  premises  were  found 
to  be  no  exception,  on  bacteriological  examination. 

Sanitation 

Generally  the  attitude  concerning  the  humble  closet  is  all  too 
primitive  and  it  is  surprising  the  inconveniences  many  of  the 
populace  are  content  to  put  up  with  in  their  conveniences. 
Building  sites  in  the  District  reached  an  all-time  low.  Sanitary 
accommodation  for  building  labour  called  for  constant  criticism 
and  of  the  many  sites  visited  during  the  year,  it  was  an  excep- 
tion to  find  a satisfactory  closet.  Most  were  found  to  be  abso- 
lutely disgusting  until  representations  backed  by  the  Factories 
Act  1937  effected  the  necessary  remedy. 

Most  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  a 
sewer  serving  the  village  of  Dyke,  with  pumping  main  to 
Bourne’s  new  sewage  works,  was  carried  out  and  provision  made 
for  the  separation  of  existing  and  proposed  new  services  to  exclude 
surface  water  which  will  continue  to  be  accommodated  by  the 
existing  culvert  to  the  Carr  Dyke. 

The  obsolete  sanitation  at  the  Twenty  School  was  re-built  on 
the  water-carriage  system,  a separate  sewage  disposal  unit  being 
installed  for  the  puxDose.  The  opportunity  was  taken  to  instal 
proper  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  the  canteen  staff  and  school- 
children  and  a long  overdue  improvement  has  been  effected. 
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Plans  are  well  advanced  for  similar  treatment  of  the  Dyke  School 
when  the  sewer  is  in  operation. 

Sanitation  on  farms  is  dealt  with  by  the  Agriculture  (Safety, 
Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act  1956.  Ihe  provision  of 
this  Act  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  for  employees  on  farms 
has  proved  an  extremely  difficult  one  to  apply  in  practice.  The 
obvious  problem  is  one  connected  with  the  generally  irregular 
and  extended  sites  of  employment  on  farms  and  generally  a policy 
has  been  adopted  of  requiring  closets  at  the  central  farmyard  at 
which  employment  com.iiences  and  ends  each  day.  Since  the  pro- 
vision of  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  conveniences  are  techni- 
cally so  closely  related,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  enforcement  of 
these  two  facilities  is  divorced  and  administered  by  two  uncon- 
nected Authorities.  Work  in  this  Local  Authority’s  area  has  been 


summarised  thus : 

Number  of  farms  estimated  in  the  District  ...  ...  61 

Number  visited  in  accordance  with  sanitary  provisions  ...  23 

Number  found  to  have  satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  17 

Number  of  farms  where  no  sanitary  conveniences  are  avail- 
able for  employees  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  4 

Number  requiring  conversion  to  water-carriage  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  farms  found  without  staff  washing  facilities  12 
Factories 


A new  Act,  the  Factories  Act  1959,  was  introduced  and 
brings  about  certain  improvements  in  welfare  provisions  and 
tidies  the  law  relating  to  fire  escapes  and  when  the  Act  comes 
into  operation  will  transfer  this  function  of  fire  escape  supervision 
to  the  Fire  Authorities  who  have  so  long  afforded  local  councils 
their  advice.  By  virtue  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958,  the 
Factories  Acts  now  also  apply  to  slaughterhouses. 

A schedule  of  the  work  undertaken  in  connection  with  the 
factories  in  the  District  is  as  follows : 

No.  on 

Register  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  10  12  — 

Factories  in  which  S.7  only  is  enforced 

in  Part  I 49  30  — 

Other  premises  in  which  S.7  is  enforced  23  29  6 

Eight  defective  or  unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  received 
remedial  attention  as  also  did  some  defective  or  obstructed  fire 
exits. 

Two  Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were 
approved  and  there  are  now  seven  such  certificates  issued. 

Shops 

37  shops  were  visited  in  accordance  with  the  Shops  Act 
T950  to  ensure  compliance  with  Welfare  provisions.  In  two 
instances  it  was  necessary  for  improvements  to  be  effected  to 
sTnitarv  accommodation. 
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Pest  control 

Late  in  1959  it  became  obvious  that  a considerable  measure 
of  rodent  control  work  would  be  called  for  to  meet  the  excessive 
rat  infestations  in  the  area.  In  this  District,  a vast  amount  of 
work  was  carried  out  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  populace 
throughout  the  infested  areas.  The  Council’s  small  resources 
were  deployed  to  the  maximum  extent  wherever  most  needed 
and  by  the  Spring  most  infestations  had  been  eliminated  and  the 
position  was  much  healthier.  The  Kesteven  Workable  Area 
Rodent  Control  Committee  was  resurrected  and  your  representa- 
tive, Councillor  J.  R.  Grummitt,  J.P.,  appointed  to  the  Chair. 
Ministry  and  County  District  Councils  joined  forces  for  a co- 
ordinated publicity  campaign  in  the  Autumn  in  an  endeavour 
to  create  some  activity,  particularly  in  the  farming  community, 
to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  previous  year’s  infestations.  This 
"rat  week’’  proved  a waste  of  time  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
in  future  the  Council’s  energies  will  be  better  utilised  in  enforce- 
ment in  the  courts  than  persuasion  in  the  field.  The  Rodent 
Operator  worked  very  hard  and  conscientiously  during  the  sea- 
sons in  which  he  was  engaged  on  rodent  control;  two  sewer 
maintenance  treatments  were  completed,  248  properties  were  in- 
spected as  a result  of  survey  or  complaint  and  118  treatments 
were  effected,  some  of  these  involving  laborious  and  time- 
absorbing open-farmland  work  for  which  cost  charges  are  made. 


Use  continued  to  be  made  of  the  excellent  publicity  and 
education  material  supplied  at  reduced  rate  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education;  unfortunately  the  Offices’  window 
does  not  lend  itself  very  well  for  display  in  its  present  guise. 
Whilst  on  the  subiect  of  health  education,  could  not  the  County 
Council  give  consideration  to  the  creation  of  a post  in  the  subject 
on  its  staff?  Activity  in  this  direction  now  would  prove 
profitable  investment  in  a healthier  future. 


I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  sup- 
port and  encouragement  during  the  year  and  Dr.  Ellis  Smith  and 
colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  ever-ready  help  and  advice  with- 
out which  my  task  would  be  very  difficult  and  unhappy. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.  W.  BROWN, 

Public  Health  Inspector, 
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